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| 1, The purpose of the Council for Mutual Economis Ald (CMEA) s.formed ... d

of the East Bloc States, exclusive of Red China, is the coordination of
the activities of the industries and of the long-range economic planning
of the individual states in the Blec., The Council itself forms the cen=
tral directing body. The following is cited as an example of its coordi-
nating functions

The output of pit ceal in Hungary is found to be short of requirements.
In other member states the situation is similar. The Council is given
the figures on minimup requirements, The Council, in turh, finds that
Poland has a yearly requirement of xxxwx tons and the USSR of xooexx
tons, Thess two states nesd xxxxx tons for their needs and will have
a surplus of xoxxx..: tons. The Qouncii decides tha t the states with .
the surplus will deliver .to the states suffering from a shortage. The
deliveries are made within the framework of a trade agreement, The im
porting as well as the exporting gountries take account of these deli=
veries in thelr economic plans, The decision of the Council is binding
on the member states. It is never questioned,

2. The actual direction ef the Council is in the hands of representatives
of the USSR, They do the actual planning., The "concessiona" made by the
USSR are ‘always in their own interest., In the circumstance cited above as
an. example, the USSR would have the grsatest interest in seseing that Hungary's
supply of pit coal is sufficient to meet its expert commitments tc the USSR,
It is probable. that, priocr te ths Council session; Hungary would have informed
the Soviet Ministry of Trade that she would not be able to meet the demands
of the Soviet Trade Delegation, since the necessary coal was not on hand to
assurs production in the steel industry,

3o So.far as is known, the Council does not have a fixed table of organization,
The following Bast Germans were present at a Council meeting in Moscew in
late 19523 Bruno Leuschner, Heinrich Rau, and Kurt Gregors

hoe The participants of Council mestings are probably ﬁot always the same, The N
main requisite is the representation of pertinent goverrment bodies, but not IR
necessarily ‘the pmesence of the same dndividuale,
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Se The role played by the East Germmn Kammer fuer Aussenhandel {Chamber of Foreign
Trade) in the sessions of the Council has not veen ascertained.i

6o The East German repz*osont‘ation‘of the Council does nct appsar to have
permanent headquarters, Its business is probably administered by
Brune Lsuschner,

1. Comments | ‘the Chamber of Foreign Trade plays 25X1
an advisory role in questions of import and export possibilities from and 25X1
to Western Europe, The Chamber of Foreign Trade is an information center
for economic matters in Western Burope and overseas, The Chamber is repre-
sented in almost all countries of Europe and South America.
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